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Moslemica and Director of Archaeology in H.E.H. the Nizam's
Dominions. Since then most of the Indians serving in the Depart-
ment have been recruited and trained by means of these state
scholarships.

Looking back on those early years, between 1902 and 1905, I
cannot help feeling some pride in the great volume of work which,
despite our small numbers, we managed to accomplish. Our first
thoughts were for preserving the national monuments of the country.
In the Agra Fort we had almost completely to rebuild the river front
of Jahangir's palace and to demolish scores of British military
structures, before we could restore the colonnades around the
spacious Diwan-i-Am courtyard; in the same area, too, we freed the
Salimgarh from its modern accretions. At the Taj Mahal we cleared
the approaches of squalid bazaars, opened out and rebuilt the ruined
colonnades of the forecourt, restored the tombs of the maids-of-
honour as well as the Fatehpuri Mas] id, and laid out the forecourt
itself with lawns and trees; and in the inner precincts of the great
mausoleum we refaced most of the ruined Jawab, and restored the
whole garden, with its pavilions, watercourses and fountains, as
nearly as possible to its original condition. Other famous monu-
ments at Agra which were also thoroughly overhauled and repaired
at that time were the exquisite tomb of Itimad-ud-Daula and the
Chini-ka-Rauza on the further bank of the Jumna, and the
mausoleum of Akbar at Sikandra, where, besides other far-reaching
repairs, the four half-ruined minarets over the entrance gateway
were rebuilt.

By the side of the Ajmer lake in Rajputana, the whole embank-
ment of Shah Jahan, with its stately marble pavilions, was restored
to its pristine beauty after the modern offices and bungalows which
defaced it had been demolished; and in the same city the Arhai-din-
ka-Jhompra, one of the earliest and most magnificent of Indian